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ERIDCxNORTH  RURAl,  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Westgate, 
Bridgnorth . 
September  1957* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladios  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honoun  to  presc-ir:  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
matters  relating  to  health  in  your  district,  for  the  year  ending 
51st  December  1950, 

The  Registrar-Gene  cal ■ s est  imate  of  the  population  of  the 
District  at  50th  June  1050  was  17,010,  an  increase  of  910  on  the 
estimated  figare  for  micl-1955. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  show  a decrease  in  the 
Birth-Rate,  an  increase  in  the  Death-Rate,  and  a considerable 
increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  Rates  for  1955*  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  5^ 
per  1,000  live  births  is  almost  double  that  for  1955  of  17*2, 
and  is  the  hipest  Infant  Mortality  Rato  rocorded  for  this,  district 
in  the  last  five  years.  This  is  disappointing,  especially  in  a 
year  in  \^hich  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  of 
25.8  per  1,000  live’ births,  was  the  lowest  annual  rate  ever  record- 
ed, but  should  not  be  regarded  as  of  serious  significance.  It  so 
happened  that,  in  this  district  in  1956,  there  was  not  only  a 
considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  births,  as  compared  with 
previous  years,  but  th'=re  was  also  a slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  infant  deaths.  These  two  factors  together  a::e  responsible  for 
the  comparatively  high  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year. 

Measles  was  prevalent  among  the  child  population  of  the 
district  during  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1956,  and 
accounted  for  177  of  the  267  Infectious  Disease  notifications 
received  during  the  year.  Whooping  Cough  was  also  prevalent  among 
children  during  the  same  period,  but  the  other  common  infectious 
diseases  showed  a lower  incidence,  over  the  twelve  months,  than  in 
recent  years , 

The  first  stage  of  the  La?  Level  Water  Supply  Scheme  was 
completed  during  the  year,  and  satisfactory  progress  was  made  on 
the  second  and  third  stages.  Mains  v/ater  is  badly  needed  at  Tuck 
Hill  and  Six  Ashes,  where  the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  public 
wells  has  been  found  to  be  far  from  satisfactory.  It  is  greatly 
to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  difficulties  encountered  by  the 
Council  in  its  attempts  to  obtain  a suitable  site  for  a reservoir 
to  serve  this  area  v;ill  soon  be  resolved,  so  that  work  may  proceed 
on  this  section  of  the  scheme. 

Some  progress  in  connection  with  the  Joint  High  Level  Scheme 
was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year,  vjhen  agreement  was  readied  with 
Ludlow  R.D.C,  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  each  Authority  will  requir 
for  its  needs.  The  areas  to  the  West  and  North  of  the  district 
which  this  scheme  will  serve  are  greatly  in  need  of  piped  water- 
supplies,  and  every  effort  should  therefore  be  made  to  bring  the 
scheme  to  fruition  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  sewerage  and  sewage-disposal  schemes  for  Highley  and 
Claverley  progressed  well,  and  work  on  the  former  was  almost 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A scheme  for  the  sewerage  of 
Alveley  was  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers,  and  approved  in 
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principle  by  the  Council,  but  deliberations  on  various  matters 
delayed  progress,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  scheme  had 
unfortunately  not  got  beyond  the  paper  stage,.  Nothing  further 
can  be  reported  in  connection  with  the  Eardington  scheme,  for 
which  Ministerial  sanction  was  obtained  in  1955* 

30  Council  houses  on  the  Rhea  Hall  Estate,  Hi^ley,  v/ere 
completed,  and  a further  J>^■  were  in  the  course  of  construction 
by  31st  December  1950.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  tenders  were  about 
to  be  invited  for  the  construction  of  houses  at  Eardington, 

Chelmarsh,  Neenton  and  Hilton.  Very  little  progress  can  be  made 
with  the  Council's  Slum  Clearance  programme,  which  is  already  far 
behind  schedule,  unless  a certain  percentage  of  all  new  Council 
Houses  is  set  aside  for  this  purpose. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,!  1955  came  into  operation 
on  1st  January  1950  (with  the  exception  of  some  sections  which 
were  deferred  for  6 months)  and  all  food-premises  in  the  district, 
to  which  they  apply,  were  inspected  during  the  year.  Many  defects 
were  found,  and  the  owners  advised  as  to  their  remedy.  All 
remedial  work  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  ' 
was  in  hand  in  most  cases. 

New  legislation,  with  a bearing  on  Public  Health,  has, 
during  the  past  few  years  increased  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  markedly,  as  a scrutiny  of  the  total  number  of 
inspections  made  each  year  will  show,  2,817  inspections  were  made  , 
in  1956,  1,862  in  1955»  967  in  195^»  and  639  in  1953*  The  work 
of  the  Surveyor's  Department  has  also  increased  greatly  in  recent 
years.  It  was  with  these  facts  in  mind,  therefore,  that  the 
Council  decided,  vAien  Mr,  S.J.Yelland,  the  Surveyor  and  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  left  on  31st  August  1956,  to  take  up  duties 
with  another  Authority,  that  it  v/as  no  longer  practicable  for  one 
Official  to  be  responsible  for  the  work  of  both  Departments,  Tvra 
Officials  were  accordingly  appointed,  a Surveyor,  and  a Public 
Health  Inspector,  by  promotion  of  members  of  the  existing  staff. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  valuable  contribution  made  towards  the  preparation  of  this 
Report  by  the  (now)  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  li\r.  D.A .Pamphilor 
who  was  responsible  for  collecting  and  collating  all  the  information 
contained  in  Sections  C,D  and  E,  and  should  also  like  to  express 
my  gratitude  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  continually 
afforded  to  me,  during  the  year,  by  R4r.  S.J.Yelland  (nov;  Surveyor 
to  Bromsgrove  Rural  District  Council)  IJir,  D. A.Pamphilon  and 
Mr,  JoStocker,  by  our  Clerical  Assistants,  and  by  the  other  members 
of  the  Staff, 


I have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

Margaret  H.F. Turnbull, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  100,897 
Estimated  Population  (Mid  - 195S)  17,010 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  4,001 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District  (31st  March  1957)£'130, 725 . 
Estimated  Product  of  Id  Rate.  ( '*  ” ) £522, 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

« 

1956 

1955 

1954 

( Male 

87 

104 

118 

( 

•^.emale . 

115 

118 

105 

Legit imate( 

Total 

202 

222 

225 

( 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

11.9 

13.8 

13.8 

(Male 

0 

3 

4 

Illegit imate (Female 

4 

7 

2 

(Total 

4 

10 

6 

(Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

0.2 

0.62 

0.37 

(Male 

87 

107 

122 

(Female 

119 

12  5 

107 

Dotal 

(Total 

(Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

206 

232 

229 

( of  population 

(Standardised  Rate  per  1,000 

12,1 

14.4 

14.2 

of  population. 

15.0 

17.9 

17.6 

STILL  EIRTi 

SS 

(Male 

2 

3 

0 

(Female 

2 

1 

4 

(Total 

(Still-  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

4 

4 

4 

( live  plus  still-births 

19.0 

16.9 

17.2 

DEATI^ 

(Male 

81 

66 

63 

(Female 

56 

58 

58 

(Total 

(crude  De-th  Rate  per  1,000 

137  • 

124 

121 

( of  population 

8.1 

7.7 

7.5 

(Standardised  Rate  per  1,000 

of  population 

10.4 

9.1 

8.9 

DEATHS  RELATED  TO  PREG.i'-MCI  MJ)  OilLDBIRTH 

( Total 

0 

0 

1 

( Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 
( 1,000  total  births 

0 

0 . 

4.3 

DEATHS  OF 

INF-INTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE. 

^ Male 
( Female 
( Total 

( Rate  per  1,000  legitimate 

5 

2 

2 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

1 

7 

4 

3 

34,7 

18.0 

13.0 

live -births 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE, 


1936  1955  1954 


^ Male  0 

Illegitimate  ^ Female  0 

C Total  0 

(Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  0 

live-births 


0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 


( Male 

Total  (Female  c 

( Total 

(Rate  per  1,000  live-births  ,0 


2 2 

2 1 

4 5 

17.2  15.1 


RATES  FOR  ENGIAND  AND  WALES  1956 


Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  populat 
Still )Birth-Rate  per  1,000  live 
Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  populat 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 


-on 

+ still-births 
on 

live  births 


15.7 
23.0 

11.7 

23.8 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS, 


POPULiVTION 

The  Registrar  - General *s  estimated  mid-ye.  r population  for 
the  District  for  1956  was  17,010  - an  increase  ' f 910  on  the 
corresponding  estimate  for  1955*  This  figure,  \ hich  includes 
members  of  the  Apmed  Forces  stationed  in  the  art  a,  is  used  in  the 
calculation  of  the  Birth  and  Death-Rates. 

BIRTHS_, 

During  the  year  there  were  206  live  births  In  the  district  - 
a decrease  of  26  as  compared. with  the  total  for  1955>  "^f  the  206 
4 were  illegitimate. 

The  crude  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  popul  .tion  was  thus 
12,1  (14,4  in  1955  ) 3.^d  the  Standardised  Birth-  'ate,  with  which 
comparisons  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  othe.  • area;^,and  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales  may  be  made,  was  15. 0.  The  Birth-Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  15.7  per  1,00)  of  the  population, 

STILL-BIRTHS. 


There  were  4 still -births  in  the  district  duripxg  1956,  the 
same  number  as  for  the  previous  3 years.  The  Still-Birth  ra.te 
(per  1,000  live  still  Births)  was  therefore  19.0,  (16.9  in  1955) 
the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  'Wales  for  1956  being  23.0. 

DEATHS 


137  persons  in  the  district  die^  during  1956  ( 81  males  and 
56  females)  an  increase  of  15  as  compared  with  the  total  for  1955. 
The  Crude  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  therefore  8,1, 
and  the  standardised  Death-Rate  was  10,4.  The  Death-Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  11,7  per  1,000  of  the  population, 

CAUSES  OF  DEATtI  ' 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation. 
Cancer  ( all  sites) 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Bronchitis 

Accidents 


Male 

Femal e 

Total 

31 

20 

51 

10 

12 

22 

13 

8 

21 

5 

0 

5 

3 

0 

3 
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Causes  of  Deaths  - continu^.^^ 


Congenit  al  M alf  ormat  ions 
Leukemia 


Diabetes 

Gal^itis,  ^mteritis  & diarrhoea 

Tuberculosis  ( non  respiratory) 


Influenza 

Suicide 

All  other  causes 


Male 


Female  Total 


1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

12 


2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

9 


5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

21 


Total  81 


56 


137 


qc  nr  ‘t'h  p Heart  and  Circulation 

accot^ted  "foftL'^Irfatesrnum^er  of  deaths-37 of  the  total 
(40.5%  - 1955) 

».  SLSrSoShSSfj.?  I!S§o‘‘S  ,”.°Ss".So5“n'S!6"J“S" 

1.3  (1.5  ill  1955) 

vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  aoco.mted  for  21  deaths- 

13.3%  the  total  as  compared  with  lp.7/<5  m I'i'p'p* 


MORTALITY 


Seven  infants  died  during 
of  these.  5 died  under  the  age 
deaths  in  1955. 


the  first  ye 
of  4 weeks . 


ar  of  life  in  1956  and 
There  were  4 inf^ant 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1956  *''te^orderin’'i9553^The^''''^^^  ’ 
1,000  live -births. 


maternal  '"ORTALITY. 

There  were  again  no  deaths  related  to  pregnancy 
in  the  district  during  1956. 


and  childbirth 


tjatttRAL  increase  in  POPUIiiTION. 


The  number 
decrease  of  39 


of  births  exceeded  the  number  of 
on  the  corresponding  figure  for 


deaths  by  69 
1955. 


a 
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SECTION  B. 


GEJSiERA.L  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  oERVI CES 


STAFF. 


The  names  and  the  professional  qualifications  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Report.  Mr,  S.J.Yelland  resigned  his  appointment  as  Survevyor  and 
Senior  Sahitary  Inspector  as  from  August  31st  1956,  on  obtaining  a 
post  with  another  Local  Authority.  It  was  decided  thereafter,  that  a 
Similar  combined  appointment  should  not  be  made, and  that  the  posts  of 
Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  inspector  snouia  oe  separated. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  D.A .Pamphilon  was  promoted  from  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  designation  was  changed 
to  that  of  Public  Health  Inspector.  There  v/ere  no  other  staff  changes 
during  the  year. 

lABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Use  continued  to  be  made  during  the  year  of  the  facilities 
provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Royal  Salop 
Infirmary,  Shrewsbury,  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  water, 
milk  and  ice-cream. 

HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES. 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  and  specialist 
services  in  this  area  is  the  responsibility  of  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  No  changes  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  hospital 
facilities  available  for  the  area.  The  hospitals  most  easily 
accessible  to  those  living  in  the  Rural  District  aro  thos  at 
Bridgnorth,  Kidderminster,  Wolverhampton  and  Shrewsbury. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  isolation  and  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Borough  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  or 
to  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury, 

Patients  with  Tuberculosis  receive  treatment  at  Shirlett 
Sanatorium  or  at  Sanatoria  at  Knightwick,  Malvern  or  Prees  Heath, 

The  chronic  sick  requiring  hospital  admission  usually 
receive  treatment  at  Shifnal  Hospital, 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES. 


In  accordance  with  Port  111  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  19A6,  Salop  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  is 
responsible  for  and  adminsters  the  following  services  in  the  areas- 

(a)  Health  Centres. 

(b)  Core  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

(c)  Domiciliary  Midwifery, 

(d)  Health  Visiting, 

Ce)  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation, 

(g)  Ambulance  Services. 

(h)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

(i)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  arrangements  which  have  been  made  foe  the  operation  of 
some  of  these  services  in  the  district  are  as  follows »- 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 

(1)  Highley. 

A Child  Welfare  clinic  is  held  in  the  Miners'  Welfare  Hall 
Annexe,  Highley,  on  the  1st  and  Tuesday  Afternoons  in  each 
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month  from  1.30  - 4.50  p.m.  when  the  Medical  Officer,  the  Health 
Visitor  and  District  Nurse  are  in  attendance  for  consultation 
on  all  matter  relating  to  Child  Welfare. 

(2)  Alveley. 


The  Child' Welfare  Clinic  in  The  Old  School,  Church  Green, 

Alveley  continued  to  be  held  throughout  the  year  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Tuesday  afternoons  in  each  month  from  1.30  - 4.30  p.m. 

Attendances  however,  were  so  poor  that  it  was  decided  that  these 
clinic  sessions  should  be  discontinued  as  from  51st  December  1956* 

Other  Child  Welfare  Clinics  accessible  to  those  in  some  parts 
of  the  Rural  District  are  held  in  Bridgnorth  and  Cleobury  Mortimer. 

WELFARE  FOODS. 

The  National  Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice, 
Cod-Liver  oil, and  Vitamin  A & D tablets)  are  available  at  Highley 
Welfare  Centre  during  Clinic  hours,  and  at  numerous  conveniently 
situated  distribution -points  through-out  the  district. 

HEALTH  VIoITING.  HOIvIE  I^TURblNG  AND  DOMICILLIRY  MIDWIFERY  BERVICES . 

Details  of  these  services  in  the  area  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMrONISATION. 

Under  the  County  Council’s  Scheme,  Vaccination  against  Small- 
pox, and  Immunisation  against  diphtheris,  whooping-cough  and  tetanus, 
i;i3y  be  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  a general  practitioner  or  at 
any  Child  Welfare  centre. 

195s  saw  the  introduction  of  Vrxcination  against  Poliomyelitis 
in  this  country.  Only  a limited  quantity  of  vaccine  was  available 
and  only  children  born  in  certain  months  of  the  years  1947  - 54, 
inclusive  , were  eligible.  Those  children  in  the  district  who 
satisfied  these  requirements,  and  whose  parents  consented,  received 
their  vaccinations  in  the  early  Summer.  As  the  vaccine  becomes  more 
plentiful,  those  who  were  registered  originally  but  not  vaccinated, 
will  receive  their  injections,  and  in  time  this  protection  will 
become  available  for  other  age  groups. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Vaccination  of  13  year  old 
children,  against  Tuberculosis,  v/ith  B.C«G<.  Vaccine,  was  also 
commenced.  None  of  the  schools  concerned^  in  the  Rural  District,  was 
visited  for  this  purpose  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  for  the  County  is  in  Shrewsbury 
(Tel  No.  Shrewsbury  6331)  to  which  all  requests  for  an  ambulance 
should  be  made,  Tvi^o  ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting -cases  are 
stationed  in  Bridgnorth  for  use  on  local  Journeys. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  service  of  a domestic  help  is  available  , in  the  words 
of  the  Act,  for  ‘’any  person  who  is  ili,  and  expectant  mother,  mentally 
defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.”  Enquiries 
regarding  this  service  are  dealt  with  at  Bridnorth  Welfare  Centre 
on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  between  2,15.  4.30  p.m. 


-7- 


SECTION  C. 


. SANITARY  CIRCUMSTMCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES . 


. CpJ^IPREirENSIYE^ 

1,  Hip:h  Level  Scheme. 

It  is  in  the  high  level  areas  of  the  district,  to  the  West  and 
North,  where  some  of  the  worst  water  shortages  occur,  and  it  is 
therefore  regrettable  that  greater  progress  has  not  been  made  in 
connection  with  the  High  Level  Scheme  in  recent  years. 

Agreement  has  however,  now  been  reached  with  Ludlow  R^iral 
District  Council  regarding  the  quaiitity  of  vvater  to  be  taken  from 
the  supply  by  each  authority,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  scheme 
will  progress  at  the  same  satisfactory  rate  as  the  Low  Level  Scheme. 

•2.  Low  Level  Scheme. 

During  the  year  very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  with 
this  scheme.  ■ 

The  Bagginswood  reservoir  was  completed  thus  enabling  many  of  the 
pipe  lines, previously  laid,  to  be  brouglit  into  service. 

Work  ofi'  the  first  stage  of  the  scheme  was  completed,  and  all 
the  mains,  except  for  a small  length  were  handed  over  by  the 
engineers.  Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  wasjiing  out  and 
sterilising  the  new  mains  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory 
bacteriological  samples  and,  as  these  v;ere  obtained,  so  connections 
to  consumers’  premises  were  made. 

The  second  .and  third  stages  of  the  scheme  wrere  well  in  hand 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  elevated  v/ater  tower  at  Tasley  was 
nearing  completion. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  supply  for  Roms  ley.  Six  Ashes  and  Quatt,  as  agreement  could 
not  be  reached  v/ith  local  landovmers  regarding  a suitable  site  for  a 
reservoir.  This  is  a regrettable  state  of  affairs,  and  one  in  which 
the  Council  has  shovm  commendable  patience,  considering  the  great  need  ' 
for  a piped  v/ater  supply  in  these  areas.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped 
that  a solution  to  the  problem,  satisfactory  to  all  concerned,  will  bo 
reached  in  the  near  future, 

PARIoH  REPORTS. 

1, 

1,  Claverley,  Worfield  and  Rudge, 

These  parishes  are  v/ithin  the  statutory  area  of  supply  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Water  Undertrlking  ' and  the  main  centres  of  population 
are  well  served, 

2,  Alvele?/, 

The  more  densely  pop  ulated  area  of  the  parish  is  served  by  the 
low  level  scheme. 

The  bix  Ashes  and  Tuck  Hill  areas  receive  water  from  two  shallow 
wells,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  from  both  sources  gave  cause  for 
concern  during  the  year.  Bacteriological  examination  of  samples 
showed  the  water  to  be  heavily  polluted,  and  residents  in  the  areas 
were  warned,  by  notice,  to  boil  all  v/ater  to  be  used  for  drinking. 
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The  Six  Ashes  Public  Well  was  cleaned  and  sterilized  and 
satisfactory  samples  were  thereafter  obtained.  Works  of  improvement 
are  also  to  be  carried  out  on  the  Tuck  Hill  Well. 

The  shallow  nature  of  these  wells  renders  them  very  liable  to 
further  pollution,  but  their  use  must  continue  until  the  Low  Level 
water-supply  is  available  for  this  area. 

Details  of  premises  supplied  with  water  from  public  piped  supplies 
are  as  follows-; 


No. 

of  Premises, 

Direct 

Standnine 

Percentage 

of  Parish, 

Alveley 

156 

7 

51.3 

Astley  Abbots 

20 

- 

13.7 

Che5.marsh 

17 

— 

11.6 

Claverley) 

Rudge  ) 

229 

57.9 

Highley 

551 

- 

86.4 

Kinlet 

69 

— 

^ .2 

Roms  ley 

1 

— 

2.5 

Stottesdon 

54 

— 

20.6 

Tas  ley 

45 

- 

84.9 

Neen  Savage 

Worf ield 

32 

34.4 

Civilian 

184) 

R, A. P. Houses 

180  ) 365 

— 

68.2 

R.A  .P.Camp 

1) 

PURITY  OF  SUPPLIES , 

Cl)  MAIN^  SUPPLIES 


The  water  supplied  to  the  district  from  mains  belonging  to 
Birmingham,  Bridgnorth  and  Wolverhampton  Corporations  is  chlorinated 
before  reaching  the  districtand  the  water  feeding  the  Low  Level 
Scheme  from  the  Elan  Aqueduct  is  again  chlorinated  at  one  of  three 
sepe^cate  points  as  it  enters  the  Council’s  mains  for  distribution. 

It  may  be  assumed  therefore,  that  the  mains  supplies  are  bacter- 
iologically  pure,  but  regular  sampling  of  the  water  is  undertaken 
at  different  parts  of  the  district  to  ensure  that  the  chlorination 
is  effective,  and  that  no  pollution  has  occurred  in  the  course  of 
distribution. 

The  water-samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
in  Shrewsbury  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  reports  on 
the  routine  samples  taken  during  1956  are  as  f ollows s- 

Satisfactory  - 26  samples. 

Un-oat isf act or y - 3 samples. 

These  results  show  a slight  improvement  on  those  for  1955  when 
5 unsatisfactory  samples  were  reported  in  a total  of  33  > "but 
ideally  no  samples  of  chlorinated  water  should  be  reported  as  being 
’’Unsatisfactory”.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  ideal  can  be  obtained 
until  the  Low  Level  Scheme  is  completed. 

Every  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  the  new  mains,  as  they  are  taker 
over  from  the  Contractors,  are  satisfactorily  flushed  out- and 
sterilised  before  use.  Samples  of  the  water  are  then  taken,  and 
only  when  three  consecutive  satisfactory  reports  have  been  received 
are  the  noAT  mains  brought  into  service,  and  connections  to  consumers  i 
premises  permitted.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department,  and  during  the  year  51  such  samples  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination, 
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(2)  PUBLIC  WELI,S,  SFRBTGS,  FRIV.aTE  SUPPLIES, 

Those  living  in  the  many  ar  ^as  not  provided  with  mains  water, 
obtnin  their  supplies  from  various  wells  and  springs,  many  of  which, 
reason  of  their  shallow  nature,  are  very  liable  to  pollution, 
which  may  be  of  a serious  nature.  It  is  highly  desirable  therefore 
that  as  much  of  the  district  as  possible  should  be  provided  with 
mains  water. 

It  is  discouraging  to  find  that  some  owners  of  property, 
especially  tenanted  propeDrty,  are  not  taking  advan.tage  of  the 
proximity  of  the  new' water  mains  to  their  premises,  and  a.re  not 
making  the  necessary  connections.  The  pro  visions  of  the  Water  Act 
1945  give  the  Council  powers  to  enforce  such  connections,  where 
existing  water-supplies  are  unsatisfactory,  but  a contribution  to- 
wards the  cost  must  be  made  by  the  Council  if  this  exceeds  £20 
per  house.  Their  pov/ers  in  this  connection  should  be  borne  in  mind 
by  the  Council,  now  that  so  much  of  the  Low  Level  Supply  is  completed, 

SEVTERi-lGE-  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Highley. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  sewer- 
laying,  and  in  the  construction  of  the  new  sewage^ disposal  plant 
at  Highley.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  v/ork  was  almost  complete 
and  the  scheme  was  expected  to  be  in  operation  in  the  near  future. 

Claverley. 

Good  progress  can  also  be  reported  with  regard  to  this 
scheme  and  it* is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  completed  by  mid- 
1957.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  all  property  - owners  vdio 
can,  will  talce  advantage  of  the  facilities  provided* 

Alveley, 

The  necessity  for  a sewerage-system  and  sewage  disposal 
plant  for  Alveley  grows  greater  every  year,  as  more  properties  in 
the  village  acquire  piped  water  supplies,  and  the  volume  of  v\^aste 
water  to  be  disposed  of  increases,  Sanitary  circumstances  are  far 
from  satisfactory,  and  the  situation  should  be  viewed  with  concern, 

A scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  village  was  prepared  by 
the  Consulting  Engineers  during  the  year,  and  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  approval.  Further  progress  was  however,  delayed,  owing 
to  differing  opinions  concerning  the  best  site  for  the  erection  of 
further  Council  houses  in  the  village,  and  to  consideration  of  the 
possible  effects  on  the  scheme,  should  mining  subsidence  occur  in 
the  area  in  the  future. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  some  real  progress  towards 
bringing  this  plan  to  fruition  will  be  made  during  1957. 

Eardington, 

No  further  progress  can  be  reported  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  sewerage  and  sewage -disposal  scheme  for  Eardington,  though 
this  was  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  ahd  Local  Government 
in  1955.  Can  it ary  conditions  in  Eardington  have  not  worsened 
recently,  but  are  likely  to  deteriorate  when  piped  water  from  the 
Low  Level  Supply  reaches  the  village.  The  provision  of  drains  and 
sewers  should  oWiously  precede  the  arrival  of  piped-water  in  any 
area.  Nuisances  and  conditions  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 
community  are  otherwise  almost  certain  to  occur.  The  Council  should 
therefore  make  every  effort  to  further  the  progress  of  the  scheme 
for  Eardington,  before  any  trouble  arises. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION DISPOSAL 


The  Council  continues  to  collect  refuse  from  all  parishes 
in  the  district  once  a fortnight,  a v^^eekly  collection  being  made 
in  the  more  densly-populated  areas. 

Owing  to  an  outbreak  of  fire,  which  commenced  towards  the 
end  of  1955 j it  was  not  possible  to  use  the  refuse-tip  at  Alveley 
during  1956,  and  all  refuse  collected  from  this  area  was 
accordingly  convoyed  to  the  tip  at  Clavorley. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  all  the  refuse  tips  by  the 
Council’s  Rodent  Operative^ for  purposes  of  rodent  control,  and 
during  the  summer  months  frequent  treatments  with  insecticides 
are  given  to  prevent  fly-nuisance. 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 

The  Council  is  responsible  by  the  provisions  of  Part  1 
of  the  Factory  Act  1937,  for  ensuring  the  adequacy  and  suitability 
of  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  in  the  district,  and  in 
the  case  of  factories  in  which  mechanical  pov/er  is  not  used,  is 
also  responsible  for  inspecting  the  premises  to  ensure  that  work- 
ing conditions  are  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  1956,  there  v/cre  22  f actories  on  the 
register,  in  all  of  which  mechanical  power  was  used.  For  the 
first  time  there  were-  no  factories  without  mechanical  power. 

During  the  year  20  inspections  of  factories  were  mad©, 
and  five  defects  were  found.  In  four  cases  there  was  defective 
or  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation,  and  in  the  other,  there 
were  inadequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  All  defects  were 
eventually  remedied. 

Part  vi'ix  of  the  Act  also  gives  the  Council  the 
responsibility  for  ensuring  that  premises  in  which  any  persons 
are  employed  as  outworkers  are  not  infurioi;is  or  dangerous  to 
health,  ITo  persons  v/ere  notified  by  their  employers  as  outworkers 
during  1956. 


CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING  SITES, 

At  the  end  of  1956  there  were  I5  licensed  camping-sites  in 
the  rural  district  and  50  individually  licensed  caravans,  A 
survey  during  the  year  brought  under  control  many  which  had 
previously  been  unlicensed. 


PEST  CORTTROL 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9,  systimatic  inspections  of  all  properties 
in  the  district  are  made  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operative,  and 
any  infestations  of  rats  or  mice  are  dealt  with. 

The  farm  contract  service,  taken  over  from  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  in  the  summer  of  1955}  operated  satisfactorily 
during  the  year  under  revie’w.  A disappointingly  small  percentage 
of  the  farmers  in  the  district  availed  themselves  of  the  service, 
however,  the  majority  preferring  to  make  their  ovn  arrangements 
for  dealing  with  pests  on  their  land. 

Results,  during  the  18  months  in  which  the  service  has  been 
administered  by  the  Council,  have  shown  that  farm  premises  can 
generally  be  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice,  when  given  4 treatments, 
at  regular  intervals,  during  12  months. 
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The  follovdng  shov;G  the  in^jpections  of  property  made 

and  infestations  di-'Covorv.d  and  treated  during  1956. 


iType  of  Property 

Inspections 

Made . 

Inf  es tat  ions 

Discovered. 

Treatments  ; 

Carried  Out.  | 

1 

i Local  Authority 
■j  (Sov/age  Works 

1 Tips  etc) 

51 

! 

1 

23  1 

1 Dwellings 

5505 

190 

182  1 

iTrade 

195 

9 

4 1 

, } 

jAgricultural 

995 

228 

1 1^  1 

1 i 

i \ 

I . : 

There  is  a substantial  reduction  in  the  number  of  infestations 
discovered  on  domestic  premises  during  1956,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  when  456  infestations  were  found.  The  number  of 
infestations  discovered  on  Agrticultural  premises  increased  from 
170  in  1955,  to  228  in  1956. 

IN8PEariON8  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 

2,817  visits  and  inspections  were  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  955  on  the  total  for 
1955*  The  majority  of  the  visits  were  in  connections  with  housing, 
meat-inspection,  water-supply,  drainage,  rodent  control  on  farms, 
caravans  and  camping  sites,  and  inspection  of  food  premises. 

Details  of  the  inspections  for  the  year  are  as  follows 
Inspections  ofs- 


Houses  - Public  Health  Act.  155 

Houses  - Applications.  150 

Houses  - Housing  Acts,  526 

Complaints  investigated  74 

Caravans  170 

Camping  Sites  26 

Water  Samples  65 

'*  General  254 

Factories  15 

Licenced  Premises  85 

Infectious  Disease  Cases  7 

Swimming  Baths  12 

Rodent  Control  18 

’*  *'  Parras  145 

Interviews  with  OiAners  . 51 

Revisits  to  properties  under  notice  577 

Bakehouses  11 

Food  Prep  premises  18 

Food  Premises  157 

Slaughterhouses  568 

Butchers  Shops  18 

Refuse  Tips  51 

Ice  Cream  Samples  6 

Drainage  109 

Milk  Saii5)les  - graded  4 

Houses  Disinfected  6 

Problem  Families  15 

Miscellaneous  19o 


2,817 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  4,001 

Number  of  Council-owned  houses  381 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1958 

(a)  Council  50 

(b)  Private  17 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  at  51/12/58  200 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31/12/58 

(a)  Council  54 

(b)  Private  28 


The  figure  for  Council-owned  houses  includes  the  two 
agricultural  hostels  at  Stottesdon  and  Morville,  which  were 
converted  into  flats,  and  the  huts  at  Coton  Camp,  of  which  only 
three  remain  occupied.  It  is  hoped  that  the  camp  will  be 
completely  cleared  in  the  near  future. 

50  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  this 
totalbeing  nine  less  that  that  for  1955*  30  were  on.  the 

Rhea  Hall  Estate,  Highley,  where  a further  54  houses  were  under 
construction  at  51st  December  1958. 

17  privately  built  houses  were  completed  in  1958,  the 
same  number  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  a further  28  were  in  the 
course  of  construction  at  31st  December  1958. 

Details  of  Post-War  building  are  as  follov/s-: 


Under 

Completed  in 

Total 

Parish 

Constru ction 

year  ending 

Completed 

at  51/12/58 

31/12/58 

Pos  t-War . 

Alveley 

50 

Claverley 

- 

- 

26 

Worf ield 

— 

— 

45 

Tasley 

— 

— 

6 

Morville 

— 

18* 

Shipton 

— 

— 

6 

Highley 

34 

30 

86 

Kinlet 

14 

Neen  Savage 

— 

— 

10 

Stottesdon 

— 

15* 

Eudon  George 

— 

— 

6 

Ditton  Priors 

— 

— 

20 

Monkhopton 

— 

— 

14 

Chetton 

— 

— 

6 

34 

30 

322 

Highley 

Pre  War 

Houses 

58 

Total  of 

all  houses 

37S" 

(♦Includes  hostel  converted  into  flats) 
PRIVATE  DWELLINGS . 


Under  construction 
at  31/12/58 

28 


Completed 
During  1958 . 

17 


Total 

Post-War. 

118 
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FUTURE  FROGRAI#®. 


The  Council’s  future  uolicy  regarding  house-building 
remains  rather  indefinite,  as  the  ever-rising  cost  of  materials 
and  labour  combined  with  the  drop  in  government  subsidies 
increases  the  rents  which  must  be  charged.  The  demand  for  Council 
houses  remains  high  however,  and  there  were  200  apTications  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Glum  clearance  programme,  with  which  relatively 
negligible  progress  has  been  made  so  far,  should  receive  serious 
consideration  when  future  building  plans  are  being  made. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  tenders  were  shortly  to  be  invited 
for  the  construction  of  14  houses  at  Eardington,  12  at  Chelmarsh 
8 at  Neenton  and  6 at  Hilton. 

SLTOl  CLEAIUI'TCE. 

In  order  to  get  an  up-to  date  picture  of  housing  needs 
in  the  district,  reinspections  were  made  during  1956  of  those 
houses  in  the  parishes  of  Highley,  Chelmarsh,  Alveley  and 
Claverley,  which  had  been  placed  in  Category  IV  (houses  fit 
only  for  demolition;  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  carried  out 
just  after  the  last  war.  The  reveiw  showed  that  there  were  now 
11  houses  in  Chelmarsh,  14  in  Alveley  and  29  in  Claverley  in  the 
demolition  category. 

Until  new  houses  are  available  to  replace  these  properties, 
no  further  progress  can  be  made  towards  their  demolition. 

Under  the  requirements  of  the  Housing,  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  the  Council  submitted  to  the  Ministry  a figure  of  95 
houses,  which  it  aimed  to  deal  with  by  demolition  and  replacement 
during  the  5 years  following  the  introduction  of  the  Act.  During 
1956,  only  9 houses  were  dealt  with  as  being  "unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable 
expense,"  and  there  were  five  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year. 

Very  little  progress  has  therefore  been  made  towards  attaining  the 
target  which  the  Council  set  for  itself,  and  it  would  appear  that 
very  little  real  progress  can  be  made  with  sliun  clearance  until  it 
is  agreed  that  a certain  percentage  of  new  Council  houses  built 
should  be  set  aside  for  this  purpose.  As  it  is  now  only  those 
houses  built  for  slum  clearance  which  attract  the  full  Exchequer 
Subsidy,  such  a policy  should  have  an  economic  appeal. 

I]\CPROVEI\..EHT  AND  RECONDITIONING 

23  applications  for  Improvement  Grants,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act  1949,  as  amended,  were  considered  by  the  Council 
during  1956.  These  25  applications  concerned  a total  of  45  dwellings 
and  all  were  approved  for  grant. 

By  the  help  of  Improvement  Grants  some  excellent  modernised 
dwellings  have  been  produced  in  the  district  from  property  which 
would  otherwise  have  deteriorated  beyond  repair  and  required  re- 
placement. 

Owners,  who  could  not  otherwise  afford  to  bring  their 
property  up  to  present-day  standards  of  fitness,  should  be  given 
every  encouragement  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  available, 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  OF  HEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS, 


There  are  five  licensed  slauf^terhouses  in  the  district,  one 
of  which  has  not  heon  in  regular  -use  during  1956,  owing  to  the  ill- 
health  of  the  omer. 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  byelaws  for  the  control 
of  private  slaughterhouses,  the  most  important  clause  of  v\^hich 
requires  the  provision  of  adequate  washing-facilities. 

A White  Paper  outlining  the  Government's  long-term  policy  for 
regulating  the  provision  of  slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales 
was  published  in  May  1956,  this  policy  being  based  on  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses, 
published  in  July  1955.  Committee  considered  that  the  central 

planning  of  slau^terhous  es , which  was  originally  contemplated  after 
the  de-control  of  meat  in  195^9  was  no  longer  advisable,  owing  to 
changed  circumstances,  and  that  for  a limited  period  meat  traders 
should  be  free  to  provide  their  own  slaughterhouses  subject  to  the 
premises  reaching  prescribed  standards. 

Regulations  prescribing  standards  for  the  construction  and 
conduct  of  slaughterhouses,  are  to  be  introduced  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  details  of  the  requirements  are  not  7/et  knov/n.  It  therefore 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  or  not  the  existing  slaughterhouses  in 
the  district  v/ill  be  capable  of  complying  v;ith  the  new  Requlations  , 

Carcases  inspected  an.d  condemned . 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  carcases  inspected  and 
condemned  at  Slaug'iterhouses  in  the  district  during  1956  2-- 


i ; 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

Cows 

, Calves 

.'Sheep 

,and 

'Lambs 

Pigs  I 

HorseS: 

j•Number  killed 

'^89 

Nil 

11 

: 1295 

493  1 

“Nil  1 

—Number  inspoxted  ; 

289 

Nil 

11 

; 1295 

493  i 

Nil  i 

lAll  diseases  excent  i 

iTuberculosis  | 

i 

I 

IWhole  carcase,'  condemned  | 

Nil 

:Nil 

. Nil 

; 1 

Nil 

Nil  1 

iCarcase  of  which  some  i 

ipart  or  organ  was 
jeondemned, 

14 

^Nil 

Nil 

8 

• 1 

Nil  i 

I 

jPer  cent  age  of  number 

Inspected  affected 
iwith  disease  other 
[than  Tuberculosis 

j 1 

'4.84 

I .69 

,20  j 1 

{ 1 

1 ; 

ITuberculosis  only 

Iwhole  carcase  condemned 

1 1 

1 i 

Nil 

kil 

Nil 

: Nil 

1 ; 

Nil  1 

barcase  ' of  which  some 

ipart  or  organ  was  i 

icondemned.  i 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

■ 17 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
ivith  tuberculosis 

j 1 

3.46 

;•  -5.65  ! 
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Cont 


j 

i 

Cattle 
Including! 
Cows . 

Cows  ,1 

Calves . 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

i 

i 

Pigs , 

i 

Horses  ,| 

I Cysticercosis 

5 

} 

*1 

i Carcase  of  which  some 

I part  or  organ  was 
i comdemned 

1 

j 

Nil  1 

: 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

j 

Nil  1 

: 

1 Carcases  submitted  to 

1 treatment  by 

1 refrigeration 

Nil 

i 

Nil  ! 

i 

i 

-• 

Nil 

1 Nil 

; 

Nil 

i 

Nil  1 

1 I 

t 1 

1 Generalised,  and 

1 totally  condemned 

Nil 

i 

! Nil  1 

L - i 

Nil 

1 Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil  1 

The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  at  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year  is  as  follows s- 


cwts . qtrs . Its , 


(1)  On  account  of  Tuberculosis  5 ~ 5 

(2)  On  account  of  other  d soases  3 - 13 


Total  8 


16 


The  total  quantity  of  meat  condemned  during  1955  was  5 cwts , 

2 . qurts . , 24  lbs . 

Method  of  discos al  of  Condemned  Food. 

Condemned  food  stuffs  are  disposed  of  by  deep-burying  on  the 
Council 's  refuse-tips . Condemned  meat  from  the  slaughterhouses  is 
treated  with  a green  dye  and  transported  to  the  local  Hunt  Kennels 
where  it  is  boiled  for  the  hounds.  In  the  event  of  a large  quantity 
of  meat  being  condemned,  the  butcher  would  be  allowed  to  arrange  for 
its  disposal  by  an  approved  Knacker, 

Food  Inspection . 

It  is  an  offence  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955  for  a retailer 
to  have  in  his  possession  food  which  is  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

It  is  the  usual  practice  for  retailers  to  report  the  existence  of 
doubtful  food  to  the  Inspector,  who,  if  he  comdemns  this,  issues  . 
a surrender  certificate,  enabling  the  retailer  to  claim  compensation. 

The  following  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  in  this 
manner  during  1956s- 


Vegetables 

— 

'21  tins  , 

Fruit 

8 ” 

Meat 

— 

12,  '*  (Including  51  INs  boiled 
ham) 

Milk 

— 

^ n 

Fish 

- 

J n 

Food  Hygiene, 

Cn  the  1st  January  1956,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act  195^ » 
and  the  Consolidated  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955  were  brought  into 
operation.  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955?  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  latter  Act,  also  became  operative  on  that  date,  with 
the  exception  of  some  requirements  vihlch  might  involve  alterations  to 
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to  premises  or  equipment  etc.  and  which  were  postponed  until 
1st  July  1956* 

The  Regulations  aim  to  improve  the  hygienic  standards  of  all 
food  premises,  as  regards  structure  and  equipment,  and  to  ensure  the 
clean  handling  of  food.  Heavy  penalties  are  introduced  for  offences 
against  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955* 

All  food  premises  in  the  district,  to  which  the  Regulations 
apply,  v/ere  inspected  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  an'  abstract 
of  the  Regulations  having  previously  been  sent  to  the  occupier  of 
each.  Many  were  found  which  fell  lamentably  short  of  the  required 
standards,  Most  of  these  were  improved  markedly  as  a result  of  the 
advice  given,  though  much  work  of  a structural  nature  still  remains 
to  be  done . 

Members  of  the  public  must  be  encouraged  to  play  their  part 
in  the  Clean  Pood  campaign.  Most  people  are  much  too  diffident  to 
criticise,  when  they  come  across  unhygienic  conditions  or  practices 
in  food-premises,  for  fear  of  the  imagined  cons  equenceSo,.  .They  must  be 
courageous  enough  to  voice  their  complaints  on  the  spot  and  to  the 
person  concerned,  and  if  necessary  to  bring  the  case  to  the  notice 
of  the  Public  Health  Officials.  Educated  public  opinion  and  action 
could  be  a great  asset  in  this  field. 

Milk. 


The  supervision  of  milk  production  is  the  respon  sibility 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture , Fisheries  and  Food.  Mach  of  the  milk 
supplied  in  this  district  is  retailed  by  dairymen  outside  the  area, 
and  the  Council  issues  Supplementary  licences  to  these  retailers,  and 
Dealers  licences  to  those  responsible  for  its  distribution  within  the 
district. 


The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1956  s- 

Tubercul in-tested . Pasteurised .Sterilised 

Supplementary  Licences  10  85 

Dealer’s  Licences  5 28 

Bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  milk,  taken  at 
random  by  the  Authority  responsible,  revealed  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  milk  of  three  producers  in  this  district,  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  Notices  were  immediately  s erved  on  these 
producers  requiring  all  milk  intended  for  human  consumption  to  be 
satisfactorily  heat-treated  before  sale  to  the  public.  The  notices 
remained  in  force  until  the  source  of  the  infection  had  been  traced 
and  eliminated,  and  further  sampling  confirmed  that  the  milk  was  safe 

Ice-Cream. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  there  were, 44  premises  in  the  district 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  an  increase  of  4 on  the  total 
of  1955 • There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district, 
the  product  sold  in  each  case  being  pre-wrapped. 

Ten  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
for  bacter  iological  examination  during  the  year  and  all  were  re- 
ported to  be  in  Grade  1.,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

(a)  The  types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area. 


1.  Butchers  shops 

2.  Fried  Fish  shops 
5.  Bakehouses 
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11 

3 

4 


Food  Premises,  cont,... 


4.  Licensed  premises.  51 

5.  General  Provisions  Stores  31 

6.  School  Canteens  (No  kitchen)  20 

7.  " Kitchens  6 

(b)  Premises  .rep:istered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood 
and  PruRS  Act  1955.  ~ 

1.  Manufacturers  of  sausages,  pressed  meat,  etc.  7 

2.  Ice  Cream  Dealers  zul 


SECTION  F. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  received 
during  the  year  were  as  follows ?- 


No . of  cases. 


Measles  I77 
Vi/hooping-Oough  73 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 
Scarlet  fever  4 
Pneumonia  3 
Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  2 


(non-respiratory)  3 


267 


There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  fr  1956 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  when  only  102  cases  were  notified 

Measles . 

177  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  59  in  1955.  The  condition  became  prevalent  in  August 
(the  first  cases  occurring  in  the  Worfield  area)  and  it  remained  so 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  spreading  from  area  to  area.  The 
greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  children  aged  5-9  years, 
this  group  accounting  for  II7  of  the  total  number.  46  pre-school 
children  were  affected. 

Whoopinp^-cou^h 


There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping- 
cough  in  1956,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  vtien  only  8 cases 
were  notified.  The  condition  was  prevalent  in  the  3rd  and  4th 
quarters  of  the  year,  as  was  measles,  and  the  first  cases  occurred 
in  the  Kinlet  and  Highley  areas.  42  of  the  total  75  cases  were 
children  aged  5-9  years,  and  27  cases  were  pre-school  children. 

Immunisation  against  whooping-cough  is  now  usually  combined 
with  Diphtheria  immunisation  in  infancy. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


During  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  a steady  reduction 
in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  notifications  in  the  district.  There 
were  56  cases  in  1952,  25  in  1955?  15  in.  1954,  10  in  1955  and  only 
4 cases  in  1956.  About  50%  of  the  cases  in  1952-1954  were  National 
Servicemen  at  the  R.A.F.  Station,  but  in  the  last  two  years  no  cases 
have  occurred  there.  Scarlet  Fever  occurs  generally  in  a mild  form 
nowadays,  and  hospital  isolation  and  treatment;  is  seldom  necessary 
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Acute  Pneumonia. 


Only  3 notifications  of  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  were  received 
during  1956  there  having  been  9 1955t  32  in  195^  nnd  J>6  in  1955:* 


Tuberculosis , 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of 


1956  was 

as  follows ‘o’ - 

Respiratory 

Non- 

-Respiratory 

Male 

Female  Total 

Male 

Female  Total 

36 

24  60 

9 

4 13 

New  Cases 

• 

Only  2 new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in 
1956,  compared  with  6 in  1955.  There  were  3 new  notifications  of 
the  non -respiratory  form  of  the  disease,  as  compared  with  1 in  1955. 

Deaths . 

One  death  due  to  Tuberculosis  Meningitis  occurred  in  1956. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  Section  B to  the  Immunisation 
and  Vaccination  procedures  available,  for  protection  against  various 
infectios  diseases. 

Information  and  advice  about  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  are  sent  to  the  parents  of  all 
infants  in  the  County  by  the  County  Health  Department,  It  is  very 
desirable  that  protection  against  these  two  diseases  should  be  given 
during  the  first  year  of  life. 
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